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Chile’s second largest city, Concepcion received an earthquake 
measuring 8.8 on the Richter scale. To date fifty one after shocks 
have been recorded, one measuring 6.9.

This, less than two months after Haiti’s devastating 7 magnitude 
quake that killed more than 200,000 people.
In Chile, more than 700 people are 
dead, buildings and roads have 
collapsed. Experts have stated 
that a combination of geography, 
preparation and relative wealth 
is why the quake in Chile has not 
recorded a higher death toll.

There are still hundreds of people 
missing and fears that the toll will 
continue to rise. 

The quake hit more than one 
hundred kilometres from 
Concepcion with the epicentre of 
the quake more than 35 kilometres 
below the ocean floor.

Meanwhile in Haiti, the poorest 
country in the Americas, its 
earthquake, on January 12 was much 
weaker but 24 kilometres from the 
capital of Port-au-Prince, and a depth 
of just 10 kilometres below sea level.

Chile has been more prepared for 
seismic activity following the world’s 
largest earthquake measuring 9.5, 
back in 1960.

“Even so, any casualties from such 
a devastation is a death that we 
mourn. We pray for the deceased 
and all those suffering from this 
disaster”, said Catholic Mission’s 
National Director Martin Teulan.

Chile, with its relatively stable 
economy and lifestyle, still receives 
money from Catholic Mission 
internationally, particularly in the 
regional areas. 

Like many countries the divide 
between wealth and poverty creates 
many inequities in education, health 
and employment.

“The crisis that has occurred is yet 
to be fully realised. It will become 
apparent in the next few weeks 
and months as rescuers search 
for survivors and people begin to 
reconstruct their lives and homes”, 
said Martin Teulan 

“Catholic Mission sends its heartfelt 
condolences and prayers to all those 
who have been affected by this 
disaster. Our commitment to the 
people will continue through various 
missionary projects in Chile. Once 
again we call for people’s prayerful 
support.”

If you would like to send a prayer to 
the people of Chile please visit the 
Catholic Mission website at www.
catholicmission.org.au 
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Earthquakes & Aftershocks

Population 16,454,143 

Average age 31.1 years 

Age structure between 0-14 years 23.6% 

Age structure between 15-64 years 
67.6% 

Age structure between 65 years and 
over 8.8% 

Infant mortality rate per 1000 live births 
7.9 

Life expectancy at birth 77.15 years 

Number of children per woman (2007 
est.) 1.95 

HIV Aids 

Adult prevalence rate (2003 est.) 0.3% 

People living with the disease (2003 est.) 
26,000 

Deaths from the disease (2003 est.) 1400 

Literacy of total population 95.7% 

Literacy of male 95.8% 

Literacy of female (2003 est.) 95.6% 

Sourced from United Nations and CIA World 
Factbook
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A number of islands off the coast 
are considered Chilean territory and 
include Juan Fernández, Salas y Gómez, 
Desventuradas and Easter Island. Parts 
of Antarctica have also been claimed by 
Chile, although all claims are suspended 
under the Antarctic Treaty.

The Spanish arrived in Chile in the 16th 
century, but had been under Inca rule in 
the north and Mapuche rule in central 
and southern Chile. Independence was 
declared in 1810, but was not officially 
recognised until 1817, after seven years 
of warfare.

Chile’s political history has been 
unstable, perhaps with the most 
damaging legacy left by General 
Augusto Pinochet. Chile endured a 
17-year military dictatorship under the 
rule of Pinochet, (1973 - 1990) which 
left more than 3,000 people dead or 
missing and approximately 27,000 
scarred physically and emotionally by 
torture. 

The political climate in Chile has since 
remained secure, although there is 
still significant tension between the 
government and the military in regards 
to the human rights violations of the 
Pinochet era. 

A large amount of Chileans are termed 
‘mestizos’, who are descended from 
unions between the Spanish colonisers 
and the Indigenous peoples. 

Many families in Chile fall below the 
poverty line – defined as twice the 
cost of satisfying a person’s minimal 
nutritional needs – with statistics 
released by the government being 
criticised for their outdated sources. 
According to the ECLAC (United Nations 
Economic Commission for Latin America 
and the Caribbean), 27% of Chileans fall 
below the poverty line.

The Republic of Chile is a long, 
narrow coastal strip, located in 
South America. It is the longest 
north-south country in the world. 
Contained by the Andes mountain 
range and the Pacific Ocean, Chile 
is rich in forests, volcanoes and 
lakes.

Father Rodrigo Gonzales de Marmolejo 
began the first evangelisation among 
the people in 1541. The first parish was 
established in 1547 and 1555 saw the 
creation of the first diocese of Lima. In 
1854 the first Major Seminary opened 
in Lima. In 1561 the second diocese of 
Santiago was erected. 

In 1767 the Jesuits were expelled but in 
1810 the State recognised Catholicism 
as the official religion. The missionary 
work of the Franciscans was refounded 
in 1832. In 1848 the Capuchins arrived 
to work among the Araucan people. 

Since 1901 there have been two 
other ecclesiastical territories created: 
Aruacania and Aysen. These two 
are still missionary dioceses, relying 
on assistance from Catholic Mission 
Internationally (also known as the 
Pontifical Mission Societies) 

The indigenous population in the 
northern and central part of the 
country were evangelized by the mid-
17th Century, but in the southern area 
the Church’s activity was hindered by 
the campaign for independence (1810-
1880) and the first years of the new 
government. 

In the 20th Century, a shortage of 
clergy and government interference 
hindered the Church’s mission. The 
new constitution of 1925 formally saw 
the separation of Church and State in 
Chile.

Chile had its first Chilean Cardinal in 
1945, and first papal visit by John Paul 
II in 1987. 

Relations between the Catholic Church 
and the state were strained through 
the Marxist presidency of Salvador 
Allende (1970-73) and the military 
dictatorship of General Augusto 
Pinochet (1973-1990). Pinchot removed 
Allende in a coup d’etat and his military 
rule included the execution of political 
prisoners, and human rights violations 
against prisoners including thousands 
who were tortured and 10,000 who 
disappeared.

About 70 per cent of Chile’s 16.5 million population are Roman Catholics. 
These 11 million Catholics live in five archdioceses, 18 dioceses, two territorial 
prelatures, one apostolic vicariate, one military ordinariate and a personal 
prelature..

Catholicism was introduced to Chile in the sixteenth century by Dominican and 
Franciscan friars.
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